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1 . In this work we shall be referring mainly to the first critical edition of
the text of the Nahj al-balagha, which was published by the Nahj al-
balagha Foundation in Tehran (edited by Shaykh ‘Azizullah al-‘Utadi) in
1993, In order to provide the rcader with the context for all citations, we
shall also give references to the best available complete translation of the
text in English, that ol Sayed Ali Reva, Peak of Floquence (New York,
1996) which will hereafter be referred to as Peak.
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3 . For an appraisal of Imam 'Ali's influence in this domain, see Sayyid

Muhammad Rastgu, 'asahat wa balaghat-i Imam 'Ali, in 'Ali-Akbar
Rashad, cd., Danish-nameah-i Imam 'Ali (Tchran, 2001), vol.11, pp.11-76,
which includes a series of sayings from distinguished tigures of” Arabic
literature, such as Jahiz (d. 254/868) and Ibn Nubata (d. 374/984-5), on
the unsurpassable greatness of "All as regards rhetoric and cloquence; and
Muhammad 'Abduh’s introduction, reprinted in the Beirut, 1996 edition
of the Nahj al-balagha, pp.67-74. See also Muhammad al-Rayshahri, ed.,
Mawsu'at al-Imam 'Ali ibn Abi Talib fi’l-kitab wa’l-sunna wa’l-tarikh
(Qom, 1421/2000), vol.9, pp.5-102, for a selection of poetry, writlen by
poets of every century from the beginning of the Islamic era to the
present, extolling Imam 'Ali and bearing witness to his influence on them;
and vol.10, pp.261-289, [or carly sources referring 1o his instrumental role
in Arabic literature, including the foundation of such disciplines as
grammar.

4 . Sharh Nahj al-balagha li-lbn Abi'l-lladid (Bceirut, 1965), vol.1, p.24.
5. See Abu'l-Fadl Haliziyan Babuli, 'Nahj al-balagha', in A.A. Rashad,
ed., Danish-namah, vol.12, pp.22-23.

6. Ibid., p.15.

7 . Quoted by Ja'lar Shahidi on p.ya' ta' ol the introduction to his Persian
translation of the Nahj al-balagha (Tehran, 1378 Sh/1999).

8 .'Abd al-Zahra' al-Husayni al-Khatib, Masadir Nahj al-balagha wa
asaniduh (Beirut, 1988); 'Abd Allah Ni'ma, Madarik Nahj al-balagha
(Beirut, 1972).
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9 . Moktar Djebli, '"Nahdj al-Balagha, EI2, vol.7, p.904. See also Moktar
Djcbli, 'Lncore a propos de l'authenticite du Nalij al-balagha!' Studia
Islamica, 75, 1992, pp.33-56.

10 . 'Abd al-Wahid Amidi, Ghurar al-hikam wa durar al-kalim, 2 vols.,
given together with the Persian translation, under the title, Guftar-i Amir
al-mu'minin 'Ali, by Sayyid llusayn Shaykhul-lslami (Qorn, 2000). We
shall also reler occasionally to the one-volume edition Ghurar al-hikam
wa durar al-kalim (Qom, 2001), which appears with the Persian
translation of Muhammad 'Ali Ansari, Whencver references arc made to
the [ormer, it will appear as Ghurar, [ollowed by the volume number;
reference to the latter edition will appear as Ghurar (Ansari).

11 .See Nasir al-Din Ansart Qummi, 'Ghurar al-hikam wa durar al-
kalim’, in A A. Rashad ed., Danish-namah, vol.12, p.246.
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See 'Ali Sadra'i Khu'i, '"Mi’a kalima'; in A.A. Rashad, ed., Danish-namah,

vol.I12, p.472.
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13 . Muhammad b. Ya'qub al-Kulayni, al-Usul min al-Kafi (Tehran,

1418/1997-8); Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. 'Ali b. Babawayh al-Saduq, al-
Tawhid (Beirut, 1967).

(Ghurar, vol.2,p.1222,1n0.68) “Ji L J| Ll 5 6 % JI &IV e

15 . This account was given by Scyyed ITosscin Nasr in his ‘Reply to
Zailan Moris’, in The Philosophy of Seyvved Hossein Nasr, The Library of
Living Philosophers, vol.28, cd. L.E. Hahn, R.E. Auxicr, L.W. Stonc JInr.
(Carbondale, IL,2001), p.635.
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16 . Henry Corbin, History of Islamic Philosophy, tr. Philip Sherrard
(London, 1993), p.35.
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(En IsTam iranien “.o.55 5l = 0T 314 el o5 510 T 5L 290 O ks
(Paris, 1971), vol.1, p.33)

Scc our cssay, ‘Tradition as Spiritual Iunction’, Sacred Web, no.7, 2001,

pp-37-58, [or elaboration on this aspect o[ the meaning o[ tradition.

19 . Corbin, History of Isilamic Philosophy, p.36.
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22 . See our The Other in the Light ol the One: The Universalily ol the
Our'an and Intertaith Dialogue (Cambridge, 2006), for discussion of this
and rclated themes, bascd principally upon mystical cxegesis of the
Qur'an.
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